Advanced instrumentation and strategies for metabolic profiling.
This review summarizes the instrumental techniques applicable for metabolic profiling analysis. Since its origin with the work of Roger Williams, use has been made of planar chromatography, column liquid chromatography, electrophoresis, gas-liquid chromatography, and mass spectrometry to obtain analyte patterns. Strategies for the analysis of various metabolites including organic acids, steroids, drugs, bile acids, carbohydrates, and proteins are discussed.